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Global Quality and Standards Programme South Africa Project 

Webinar Invitation 

“Good bottling guideline for essential and vegetable oils” 

 

Date: Tuesday, 05 August 2025 

Time: 11:00 – 12:30 GMT+2 

Teams Link: Join the meeting now 

(Meeting ID: 358 236 731 497 4, Passcode: Kr7zY3qX) 

 WEBINAR AGENDA  

Time (GMT+2) Description  
 Speaker 

10:45 – 11:00 
 

Log-on  
All 

11:00 – 11:05 Welcome by SAEOPA 
Ms. Karen Swanepoel, 
SAEOPA  

11:05 – 11:15 
 

The Journey So Far: The “why” and 
the “how” behind the Guideline  

Dr. Elsie Meintjies, 
UNIDO 

11:15 – 11:25 
Presentation of the Information 
Brochure and its relevance to the 
Guideline 

Mr. Tshepo Modiba, 
NRCS  
 

 
11:25 – 11:45 
 

Walkthrough of the Guideline and 
highlighting of key sections  

Mr. Tshepo Modiba, 
NRCS & Ms. Anya 
Knoetze, National 
Expert  
 

11:45 – 11:55 
 

Demonstration of the supporting 
Video Content 

Mr. Tshepo Modiba, 
NRCS & Ms. Anya 
Knoetze, National 
Expert  
 

11:55  – 12:05 
Integrative resources to ensure 
compliance to legal metrology needs 
& quality standards 

Mr. Tshepo Modiba, 
NRCS & Ms. Anya 
Knoetze, National 
Expert  
 

12:05 – 12:20 Q & A 
All 

12:20 –12:25   
 

Next steps  
Ms. Karen Swanepoel 

12:25 – 12:30 Closing Remarks by UNIDO 
Dr. Elsie Meintjies, 
UNIDO  
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BACKGROUND 

 
A key outcome of the Global Quality and Standards Program South Africa (GQSP-SA project) is to assist 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) producing essential and vegetable oils to comply with legal 
metrology and pre-packaging requirements as per legislative and International Organization of Legal 
Metrology (OIML) requirements.  

The GQSP-SA project and the National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications’ (NRCS) Legal 
Metrology Unit, in collaboration with members of the industry association, Southern African Essential 
Oil Producers Association (SAEOPA), conducted an assessment of essential and vegetable oil 
producers to ascertain the extent to which producers are complying with the marking and accuracy 
requirements for prepackages under legal metrology control.  These requirements are described in 
the Legal Metrology Act, Act 9 of 2014 and Legal Metrology Regulations 2017.  Based on the findings 
of this assessment, areas of intervention necessary to support producers to attain compliance with 
these requirements were identified. 

In-person training on marking and the determination of accuracy requirements for prepackages was 
provided to a small group of essential and vegetable oil producers.  The outreach was expanded 
through an online training webinar.  A detailed information brochure, Information brochure for the 
essential and vegetable oils industry with respect to the marking and accuracy requirements for 
prepackages under legal metrology control, was developed and provided to the industry. 

 
The informaƟon brochure can be accessed online via the UNIDO website and SAEOPA website.  
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During the execution of this project, it became evident that the industry practice of transferring large 
quantities of oils into smaller quantities seemed to need strengthening and that guidance should be 
provided on appropriate bottling methodologies to ensure compliance with legal metrology 
requirements.  Furthermore, the subdivision of oils from larger into smaller quantities carries the 
potential risk that producers can under- or even over-fill containers.  Both instances have not only 
concomitant cost implications, but may also result in non-compliance. 

It is mandatory that this transferring of oils from larger to smaller quantities must be executed in a 
consistent and reproducible manner to ensure compliance with the legal metrology requirements 
pertaining to volume, thereby contributing to the ongoing sustainability of producers and the industry 
at large.  To address this topic to the benefit of producers and customers alike, a Good bottling 
guideline for essential and vegetable oils was developed.  

Scope of the guideline document 

This document provides guidance to small and medium enterprises (SMEs) on the accurate boƩling of 
various volumes of essenƟal and vegetable oils they produce.  EssenƟal oils are typically boƩled in 
volumes less than 100 mL, whereas vegetable oils are generally packaged in 500 mL to 2 kg volumes. 
 
This Good boƩling guideline for essenƟal and vegetable oils does not apply when filling machines or 
automaƟc fillers are used. 
 
This guideline document is intended to be used in conjuncƟon with the informaƟon brochure for the 
essenƟal and vegetable oils industry with respect to the marking and accuracy requirements for 
prepackages under legal metrology control. 
 
 
 

 

 


