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From the Editor’s desk 
During these challenging times, it is evident that the resilience of the agricultural sector was confirmed once 
again. As some producers kept planting, others found new and alternative markets while job losses were kept 
to the minimum. Opportunities for health products increased and innovative producers made full use of the 
situation. We have also experienced a time of wonderful compassion as assistance was given from producers 
in the form of vegetables, fodder and other much-needed products were distributed through well-organised 
groups.  
A series of webinars were successfully presented and well attended, and we plan various virtual training 
sessions to meet members’ indicated needs. With this in  mind, one can only but be positive and full of hope 
for the future no matter how uncertain and bleak it may seem when you are trying to survive. We wish all our 
members a continued safe and successful season. 

KM Swanepoel 
 

 

 
We assist local manufacturers to find 
international markets for indigenous 
botanicals (dried plant materials), 
pressed oils & butters, extracts & 
tinctures & essential oils. We offer 
comprehensive ranges of these 
botanical raw materials & their 
derivatives from all over Africa to 
selected and focused buyers globally. 
 

23 Protea Ave, Onrus River, 
Hermanus 7201 
PO Box 2121, Hermanus, 
7200, South Africa 
Tel: +27 (0)28 316 4550 
Cell: +27 (0)83 290 7691 
e-mail: adolf@afrinatural.com 
www.afrinatural.com 
 

A webinar celebrating women’s month was hosted in August by SAEOPA in partnership with the leadership of three 
SECO-funded projects in South Africa: the Global Quality and Standards Programme (GQSP-SA/UNIDO), the ABS 
Complaint Biotrade in Southern Africa project (ABioSA) and the Swiss Import Promotion Programme (SIPPO). It was 
well attended and 66 women were featured, acknowledging their roles in and contributions to the natural products 
industry. 
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As part of its support to their business support organisations (BSOs), SIPPO SA and the GQSP-SA 
project facilitated a virtual two-day workshop, which was attended by a number of officials from five 
BSOs. The overall objective of the workshop was to strengthen the services of the BSOs for their 
SME companies active in the natural ingredients sector,  to increase export market access for existing 
and potential South African natural ingredients suppliers and to penetrate the European and global 
food and cosmetic sectors. 

During the workshop, the SIPPO international senior sector expert from the natural ingredients sector 
shared his knowledge and insights with the BSO participants to enable them to assist their member 
companies to define their value propositions for the market. Topics covered included market 
information, trends and opportunities as well as market compliance requirements to enter the 
European market. 

The growing importance of environmental issues, changes in consumer and lifestyles as well as the 
growing demand for organic products and indigenous African ingredients in natural health products 
in Europe, were highlighted as sector trends. The sector expert also guided the participants on how 
to support their member companies in identifying markets and potential buyers for their essential and 
vegetable oils. 

The outcomes of the workshop were to firstly expand/strengthen the BSOs’ service portfolios, 
including analysing the competitiveness of the South African offer for natural ingredients, as well as 
institutionalising the acquired knowledge and skills within these organisations. This will enable the 
BSOs to apply and transfer the knowledge to their members for sales and communication activities, 
such as study tours or trade fair participation in Europe.  
 

 
 

We wish to thank all our members for their loyal and continued support 
Contact us www.saeopa.co.za  secretary@saeopa.co.za 

 
Membership profile of SAEOPA 
Wim du Toit, Secretary 

 

Virtual workshop for BSOs on supporting their members from  

the natural ingredients sector to increase exports to the EU market 
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Report from the agricultural sector  

 

 

The high dependence on imported inputs for 
agricultural production in South Africa leaves the 
country’s agricultural sector exposed to volatility 
in the macro-economic environment. The average 
year-on-year price of Brent Crude oil in June/July 
has declined by 33.7%, which firmly supported the 
decline in the cost for fertiliser and plant protection 
chemicals internationally. South Africa, however, 
did not receive the full benefit thereof, as is seen 
by the extent of price decreases in domestic 
fertilisers and chemicals. For instance, the cost of 
herbicides has increased by 13% year-on-year. 
This is mainly due to the sharp depreciation of the 
Rand (+18.3%) over the same period. The impact 
of volatility in the macro-economic environment 
often leads to higher production costs for 
domestic producers, since producers are merely 
price takers. This adds to their concerns of 
continued efficiency of the logistics associated 
with international trade, a very relevant matter to 
an agricultural sector which is highly dependent 
on imports for its inputs (Grain SA & BFAP, 2020). 

 

 

South Africa is highly dependent on the import of 
agricultural inputs. It is estimated that more than 80% 
of domestic fertiliser demand and more than 95% of 
plant protection chemicals are imported. This implies 
that local prices are subjected to the same supply and 
demand forces that drive international markets. For 
example, the farm gate price of domestic fertilisers is 
strongly influenced by international price fluctuations, 
currency exchange rates and shipping and 
distribution costs (Grain SA, 2016). In addition to 
fertilisers and chemicals, South Africa sources 
multiple agricultural inputs in the global market. 
Relative to an average for 2017-2019, the Jan-Jul 
2020 period is displayed in the graph below, together 
with a full-year estimate for 2020.  

The most severe impact is observed in the category 
of  Tractors/combines/implements/machinery, with  a 
negative growth of 19% in Jan-Jul 2020 (compared 
to a 3-year average). Animal feeds (-1%) and Seeds 
(-1%) are also returning negative figures, whilst 
Fertilisers (+12%), Plant protections (+29%) and 
Animal vaccines (+29%) show increases (ITC 
Trademap, 2020). 

 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK AND LINKEDIN 

 
PLEASE SHARE YOU STORY WITH US OR ADVERTISE 

HERE IN THE NEXT EDITION! 
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The Aromatherapy Association of South Africa (AromaSA) represents professional aromatherapy 
practitioners in South Africa. Such practitioners have undergone intensive training on the safe use of 
essential oils, based on the chemical composition of each oil, as well as botany, anatomy, physiology 
and pathophysiology.  
 
In South Africa, therapeutic aromatherapy practitioners are required by law to register with the Allied 
Health Professions Council of South Africa (AHPCSA) in order to receive a legal licence to practice, and 
are required to adhere to the Scope of Practice as set down by the AHPCSA. The main function of the 
AHPCSA is to protect the public relative to the actions of registered practitioners. Furthermore, all 
registered practitioners are required to comply with continuing professional development (CPD), as set 
out by the AHPCSA in order to update professional knowledge and maintain their licence to practice. 
AromaSA is therefore extremely concerned about the risky advice given by multi-level marketing 
wellness advocates to members of the public. Such advice includes the recommendation of internal 
ingestion of essential oils which is strictly prohibited by the AHPCSA (refer to AHPCSA Board Notice 
104 of 2019).  
1. Advocating the ingestion of essential oils 
A general principle of physics demonstrates that oil and water do not mix. Therefore advocating the 
ingestion of a few drops of essential oils mixed with water carries many clinical risks, since the essential 
oil molecules will attach to the mucous membrane of the digestive tract, causing disruption to the 
delicate mucous membrane lining of said tract. Dependent upon the essential oil, the possibility exists 
that this can cause erosion of this membrane, resulting in ulceration. 
2. Neat topical application of essential oils 
Another recommended method of use is the topical application of neat, undiluted essential oil directly 
onto the skin.  The recommended and safe method of topical application is to blend the essential oil/s 
into a carrier, such as a vegetable oil. The dilution of essential oil relies on a number of clinical factors 
such as the age of the patient, integrity of the skin and physical and mental health.   
Again, dependent upon the essential oil, neat topical application of an essential oil can result in 
sensitization, allergic reaction, or cause inflammation and blistering on the skin.  
 
Illegal practice  
It must be pointed out that registered practitioners are prohibited by law to distribute products, including 
essential oils, on a multi-level marketing basis (refer to AHPCSA Board Notice 1 of 2018).  
Furthermore, in South Africa, the law states that only persons who hold a licence to practice medicine 
may diagnose, prescribe and dispense. Therefore, anyone advocating ingesting essential oils is 
committing a legal offence, and in so doing put themselves at risk of prosecution from the authorities. 
Members of the public are advised to contact either the Aromatherapy Association of South Africa for 
professional advice and qualified practitioner referrals, or the Allied Health Professions Council of South 
Africa for contact details of qualified registered Therapeutic Aromatherapists.  
Contact details: telephone 012 349 2331   
 

Declaration statement on the safe use of essential oils 
        Dr Sandi Nye 

 

 

LAUNCH OF A UNIQUE VIRTUAL TRAINING COURSE ON ZOOM: 9-13 NOV 2020. Book now! 

This course is designed to assist enterprises active in the essential oils value chain from cultivation 
to delivery of the oil to the buyer. Knowledge will be shared and an insight gained into the processes 
throughout the value chain which are necessary to produce a consistent quality essential oil.  

The 5-day  (5 half-days) course is limited to a maximum of 15 candidates. 
Closing date for registration and providing proof of payment – Friday, 23 October 2020, 12:00.  
ZAR 2 500.00 for paid-up members of SAEOPA. 
ZAR 5 000.00 for non-members. 
For more information and bookings contact Mr Wim du Toit at secretary@saeopa.co.za 
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FOCUS ON THE EASTERN CAPE :  
Development of herbs & essential oils in OR Tambo and Amathole districts 

                                                                                                                  Rosemary du Preez 

The Agricultural Research Council – Tropical and Subtropical Crops (ARC-TSC) has been involved in the 
development of smallholder farmers and communities in the Amathole and OR Tambo districts of the Eastern 
Cape for the past 20 years. The Integrated Rural development Programme (IVRP) is a comprehensive 
development programme developed through the collaborative initiative of ARC-TSC and Is’Baya 
Development Trust. The programme is an agricultural development intervention focusing on the cultivation of 
horticultural crops. The main goal is to introduce high-value crops (sub-tropical and tropical fruit trees, 
essential oils and vegetables) using conservation agriculture (CA) principles. Major objectives include 
organisational development and skills transfer, food security, enhanced food production and income 
generation through increased commercial production and development of agro-processing businesses. 
During 2000, a multi-disciplinary team from the ARC visited the OR Tambo and Amathole districts and 
surveyed the potential of the area for agricultural production. This research overwhelmingly supported the 
establishment of citrus or subtropical fruit and also herb industries in the seaboard areas of the former 
Transkei. The current work focuses on creating an awareness of the value and potential for the production of 
tropical and subtropical crops in the Eastern Cape and to develop integrated, sustainable farming systems 
based on high-value production clusters, which can then play a leading role in development of rural villages.   
Essential oils crops were identified as potential crops and 24 trial sites were established with a range of herbs 
including rosemary, rose geranium, lavender, oreganum, thyme, marjoram, melissa and lemon grass.  The 
trial sites were planted in 5 local municipalities: 

 King Sabata Dalindyebo municipality – 5 villages 
 Nyandeni municipality – 3 villages 
 Port St Johns municipality – 6 villages 
 Ingquza Hill municipality – 6 villages 
 Mnquma municipality – 4 sites 

The aim of this initiative is to diversify agriculture in selected rural areas and develop an economically viable 
commercialisation model for essential oils for smallscale farmers which could then be replicated in other rural 
areas. The production and processing of selected non-food crops can create employment opportunities and 
generate income in rural areas. The social impact in communities of these areas, together with the gradual 
increase of processed products of the non-food crops leading to improved income, are important. The trials 
were carried out over 2 years and in all the villages some of the crops gave oils of an acceptable yield and 
quality as tested by both the University of Fort Hare and a national commercial buyer. The herbs were 
intercropped with fruit trees and play in role in developing a sustainable integrated farming system. The village 
participants have also acquired the necessary horticultural knowledge and demonstrated sufficient 
commitment for scaling up to commercial levels. Four villages have started to increase production. However, 
there are a number of challenges with regard to scaling up as no funding has been secured for the various 
sites. Training has been carried out on agro-processing and currently four villages, Hluleka, Ngobozana, 
Xurana and Dedeni, are producing glycerine soap utilising essential oils.   Products are currently sold to local 
guesthouses and in the villages. Once health and safety criteria are met and additional equipment is available, 
production will increase as more markets can then be accessed. Essential oils offer many opportunities for 
processing and value adding in the area where the crops are produced. It is especially important that the 
value adding be undertaken locally as this creates economic activity. There is thus a possibility of many 
profitable and sustainable micro-industries in the rural villages. The advantage of the processed products is 
that they have a long shelf life and many of the issues critical to the successful marketing of fresh products 
do not apply. The potential of these co-operatives will also catalyse other socio-economic actions, inclusive 
of economic infrastructure, that can grow thriving local economies. These enterprises can also be linked to 
agri-tourism. 
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The women and products of Qobo Qobo Keiskammahoek                      
Tafara Shuro 

 

Visit our website 
www.saeopa.co.za 

 

To advertise here 
contact secretary@saeopa.co.za 

This year was a very difficult year, our father and 
granddad Brian Du Plessis passed on. He went to be 
with the Lord in February 2020. What is however 
exciting is that his legacy lives on. This is best described 
by how the ladies involved can thrive in a historically 
closed industry. Our funder, the SAB Foundation, has 
played a pivotal role in supporting Qobo Qobo Essential 
Oils Incubator. The hub has a long-term view of this 
project. Our aim is to establish a vibrant essential oils 
industry in the province and beyond. This will open 
doors for women in essential oils. Thandeka, Lindiwe 
and Nokulunga have 5 hectares each, split between rose 
geranium and rosemary. They have done their first 
harvest in Thandeka and Nokulunga’ s fields. They will 
be harvesting from Lindiwe’s field soon. The project 
employs over 50 people permanently of whom the 
majority are women. Our best wishes to them! 

 
Thandeka Mkoko 
 

Nokulunga Quma 

 

 

 


