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 The Southern African biotrade sector was consulted on a future marula sector 
development approach during two 2019 workshops attended by representatives of 
harvesters and primary producers, the development sector, government and its 
implementing agencies, and people involved in manufacturing or trade in marula 
products. The workshops identified a number of important issues for the marula sector 
to consider. 
 The development of a successful marula economy requires a coordinated approach 

that includes engagement with government, collaborative planning, shared 
objectives, standards and market development.  

 It must take account of differing national ABS regulations, conservation and 
sustainable use, and indigenous knowledge. The sector will require evidence-based 
ecological, economic and social baseline data and monitoring.  

 Commercialisation of the marula sector will require domestication and cultivation 
to improve genetic strains, quality and reliability; as well as sustainable harvesting 
from the wild resource.  

 Biodiversity conservation and sustainable use will require capacity development, 
training and funding to protect the resource for future generations. A sustainable 
marula sector requires resource assessments and monitoring that include volume of 
supply as well as social, cultural and environmental conditions. Sustainability needs 
to take account of climate change.  

 The sector needs to develop a scientific basis for claimed marula benefits which can 
be articulated at industry, consumer and policy level. The sector should remain 
under the control of people and organisations in Southern Africa and where the 
natural resource exists.  

 All industry players must be aware of the vital relationship between 
commercialisation, conservation, sustainability and access & benefit sharing.  

 The size and accessibility of the marula resource is a key factor for investors and 
industry partners.  

 Monitoring and evaluation off a reliable baseline are important, though data 
gathering can be difficult due to absence of information or confidentiality in 
commercial operations. 

 **Further development of the sector plan will commence in July 2020. 
 

 

The ABioSA project’s support to the marula biotrade sector 
ABioSA is an ABS-compliant biotrade programme for South and Southern Africa, funded by SECO and 
implemented by GIZ.  
In collaboration with the South African Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries and other 
regional governments, the project works with 12 biotrade value chains and plant species (with marula being 
one of these). The project provides technical assistance, financial support and policy dialogues. One of its 
planned outputs is the development of draft sector development plans for selected species. 

All for Marula  

C: +264 81 401 3376 

Based on the research findings and 
considerations identified during the marula 
workshops in 2019, ABioSA, SAEOPA and 
partners are formalising the existing  
focused interest group to serve the 
interests of the marula community. This 
approach has helped to develop other 
natural resource sectors in the past.  

A virtual planning meeting is scheduled for 30 July 
@ 9:30 – 11:30. Relevant producers in the sector 
will be invited to participate.  

Please indicate your interest in participating in the 
virtual meeting by emailing ABioSA project 
manager Adrie El Mohamadi or SAEOPA. 
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MARKETS 
Frequently asked questions 

The big 5 answered 

   
 

Demand for essential goods will likely remain relatively stable. 
Our estimations show disproportionate impacts on the export 
potential across different sectors, with manufacturing industries 
more strongly affected than agriculture.  

Cross-sectoral differences are often driven by variations in the 
responsiveness of import demand to GDP per capita changes. 
For instance, while the decision to purchase a luxury item or a 
capital good can easily be postponed, consumption of essential 
agro-based products will hardly decrease in times of crises. 

 

 

The global essential oils market demand was estimated at 247.08 kilotons in 2020 and is expected to grow at a compound annual growth rate 
(CAGR) of 7.5% from 2020 to 2027. The market is expected to be driven by increasing demand from major end-use industries, such as food and 
beverage, personal care and cosmetics, and aromatherapy. Several health benefits related to essential oils are projected to drive the demand in 
pharmaceutical and medical applications. Unlike most of the conventional medicines and drugs, essential oils have no major side effects. Such 
traits of essential oils are projected to be the major factor for market growth. In addition, the rising prevalence of health problems such as 
cardiovascular problems, Alzheimer’s and bronchitis is creating increased demand for beneficial essential oils in aromatherapy applications. 
 
International organisations such as the United Nations (UN) and the European Union (EU) have laid down specific regulations and guidelines 
for the production, harvesting and processing of flowers and aromatic crops. The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations are entities assigned to regulate and control the overall post-harvest 
processing operations in developing nations, mainly for herbs, spices and essential oils. The European Federation of Essential Oils (EFEO) has 
also been initiated by the EU to represent, protect and promote the interests of trade and the production of essential oils as well as related products 
across Europe. Europe dominated the market with a share of 43.65% in 2019 in terms of volume. The presence of organisations such as the 
EFEO has benefited the industry’s growth in Europe. 

How big is the essential oils market? 
The global essential oils market size was estimated at USD 17.2 billion in 2019 and is expected to reach USD 18.6 billion in 2020. 
What is the essential oils market growth? 
The global essential oils market is expected to grow at a compound annual growth rate of 7.5% from 2020 to 2027 to reach USD 33.3 
billion by 2027. 
Which segment accounts for the largest essential oils market share? 
Europe dominated the essential oils market with a share of 43.65% in 2019. This is attributable to easy feedstock availability and the 
presence of major industry players in the region. 
Who are the key players in essential oils market? 
Some key players operating in the essential oils market include DoTerra; Young Living Essential Oils; Essential Oils of New Zealand; The 
Lebermuth Company; NOW Foods; India Essential Oils; Flavex Naturextrakte GmbH; Ungerer and Company, Inc.; and West India Spices 
Inc. 
What are the factors driving the essential oils market? 
Key factors that are driving the market growth include rising awareness regarding the health benefits of naturally sourced oils along 
with an increasing number of people showing an inclination towards aromatherapy.  

MARKET OVERVIEW 
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REGIONAL NEWS – BOTSWANA 

                  THE MEDICAL AND ECONOMIC POTENTIAL OF INDIGENOUS PLANTS 

Olayemi Aganga – Secretary: Natural Products Association of Botswana (NPAB) 

 

Botswana is a nation with great natural and indigenous diversity and resource. This was the case before the corona virus 
and it is still the case now. It is during this time that our culture and our natural and indigenous gifts must lead the way for 
Botswana to create a new economy.  
 
I remember when I was a child growing up in Lobatse. I would pick berries off mulberry trees in Boswelatlou. This memory 
gives rise questions: Where have all the mulberry trees gone? How can they work sustainably and economically for 
Botswana? What can be done to protect them? A topical example: The Prime Minister of Madagascar has recently been at 
the centre of global controversy for Madagascar’s “cure” to the corona virus. The “cure” uses traditional herbs in the form of 
a herbal tea. Madagascar has not disclosed all the ingredients of the remedy due to it being intellectual property, but the 
key ingredient is called Artemisia annua, similar to African wormwood. Artemisia afra is also found in Botswana, where it is 
known as lengana. Many people have dismissed Madagascar’s lengana-based tea remedy out of hand without taking it 
seriously. Far too many of us in fact may have taken such a position. But should this truly be our stance? Many indigenous 
plants have treating abilities to make one feel better. Many traditional healers have long held such knowledge. They don’t 
always cure, nor do I know if Madagascar’s remedy is a cure, but indigenous plants may treat symptoms to illness and 
financially improve livelihoods.  
 
I was talking to one of my neighbours and she told me of how her grandmother would drink lengana for flu, asthma, sinus 
problems and malaria.  In fact, extracts of Artemisia have been used in the malaria vaccine Artemisinin. Researchers in 
Germany and Denmark are working with an American company called Artemilife, researching the potential benefit of lengana 
on COVID-19 right now. The Max Planck Institute is testing extracts of Artemisia and may have some preliminary results as 
early as June. 
 
Peter Seeberger of the Institute believes that Madagascar could benefit if Artemisia extracts prove effective in the Max 
Planck study and subsequent clinical tests. According to Mr Seeberger, “Already today, around ten percent of the artemisinin 
requirement for malaria drugs is produced in Madagascar.” It therefore goes to show that it may be attractive for Botswana 
to produce and sell more of the lengana extract ourselves locally. It is not as if lengana is the only economically viable 
avenue in the indigenous and natural health space either. There are many in the natural and indigenous space blazing a 
trial on the road less taken in the country. One such example is Secret Kalahari, founded by Mr Johannes Visagie. Secret 
Kalahari was born from his personal health journey. It started when he could not find relief for his heart condition. He took 
donkey’s milk to alleviate his symptoms. Secret Kalahari now makes soap and supplements using the milk from Botswana’s 
donkeys. Matebeleng Milling makes herbal teas and powders. Their teas include a wide range of indigenous plants such as 
musukudu, mosukujane and sengaparile (devil’s claw). Kgalagadi devil's claw is rich in iridroid glycoseand harpagoside for 
the relief of back pain, arthritis, gout, rheumatism, tendonitis and lower back pain. Local company Native Foods makes a 
cool refreshing mosukujane ice tea. Honey has long been known for its medical properties, and it also has antiseptic and 
antibacterial properties. In addition to being a sweet treat, honey may be used in chronic wound management and combating 
infection. Bees in Botswana are hardy and wild, and forage on a unique mix of indigenous fauna that may potentially make 
Botswana’s honey suitable for their own geographic indication. This could not only bode well for local companies such as 
Tsina Tota and aptly named Kalahari Honey, but it would also be advisable for Botswana to look into it as an opportunity to 
boost our natural economy as a whole. 
 
It is not just the medical side of our natural and indigenous industry that can power our country forward into the future either. 
On skincare: Did you know that globally there is a fifty million dollar deficit in the marula oil market? This is an open truck 
lane, if supported, for companies such as DLG Naturals and Blue Pride. Nubian Seed, Shedol and White Label are  local 
companies that use indigenous oils such as marula oil to make anything from unique fragrances to one-of-a-kind health 
soaps.  
 
Did you know that marula has four to eight times the vitamin C of oranges? White Angel’s yogurts use indigenous ingredients 
such marula, lerotse and motoroko. They have taken the classical yogurt and turned it on its head with their indigenous 
touch. Maungo Craft, a company that I am a co-founder of, makes preserves such as jams, marmalades and now a hot 
sauce, using indigenous fruits. The company has won eleven local, regional, pan-African and international awards in less 
than three 3 years. Divine Morula makes delicious marula fruit juice and slushies - a truly vitamin C-packed refreshing drink. 
 
The Natural Products Association of Botswana (NPAB)  is an association representing producers and parties with indigenous 
knowledge of the natural and indigenous products sector. We believe the natural and indigenous sector of Botswana is full 
of hope and potential on all levels and deserves backing. The reason why we decided to form the NPAB is because we 
realised that our indigenous knowledge is falling by the wayside. The NPAB believes in the future of the natural and 
indigenous industry and that the knowledge it represents should be nurtured and supported. This knowledge can be crucial 
to the economic and evidently medical wellbeing of Botswana. If we are not careful we will raise a nation of children who 
are disconnected from the land. Our parents and grandparents had better relationships with plants than we do and this must 
change. The NPAB realises that life is not a movie and we are the authors of our own script. We as Africans are the heroes 
that we have been waiting for.  
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After experiencing four consecutive quarters of contraction because of droughts and foot-and-
mouth disease, amongst other factors, South Africa’s agriculture economy rebounded in the 
first quarter of 2020 by 27.8% q/q on a seasonally-adjusted and annualised basis. We expect 
the following quarters of the year to show solid growth, and the year-to-year average at about 
10% (compared to -6.9% y/y in 2019). This will be underpinned by a recovery in all major 
subsectors of agriculture, namely livestock, field crops and horticulture production. This is all 
on the back of favourable weather conditions during the 2019/20 production season. 

In terms of field crops, South Africa currently expects its second-largest grains harvest on 
record. In this category, maize, sunflower seed and soybeans produced in the current season 
(2019/20 production year) are up 38% y/y, 13% y/y and 8% y/y respectively, estimated at 15.5 
million tonnes, 765 960 tonnes and 1.3 million tonnes each. Moreover, South Africa’s sugar 
cane production is set to increase by 1% y/y to 19.4 million tonnes. In the case of horticulture, 
South Africa has generally had a good fruit harvest this year, with the citrus industry recently 
noting a 13% y/y increase in available supplies for export markets in 2020. There is also a 
broad recovery in the production of deciduous fruit, with apple and pear production up by 5% 
y/y and 1% y/y respectively in 2020.  

The Agbiz/IDC Agribusiness Confidence Index (ACI), which in the past proved to be a good 
indicator of the growth path of the agricultural economy, has been rather wobbly in the most 
recent quarters. This will continue to be the case in 2020 because of the negative sentiment 
caused by COVID-19. In the second quarter of the year, the ACI recorded the lowest levels 
since the financial crisis, which implies that agribusinesses are downbeat about business 
conditions. Meanwhile, agricultural output and trading conditions were in relatively better 
shape despite the lockdown regulations to curb the spread of the corona virus. 

In a nutshell, there could be a disjoint this year between the agribusiness confidence levels 
and the actual economic performance of the sector (Exhibit 1). The sentiment could be 
downbeat because of the pandemic, whereas the agricultural economy could perform well on 
the back of an expected large output in all major subsectors of agriculture 

            The agricultural sector bounces back 
 

      Wandile Sihlobo – Chief Economist: Agbiz 

 
 

  
Wandile Sihlobo is chief economist of 
the Agricultural Business Chamber of 
South Africa (Agbiz).  
Sihlobo is a commissioner at the 
International Trade Administration 
Commission of South Africa (ITAC). 
He is the author of Finding Common 
Ground: Land, Equity and Agriculture. 
Sihlobo is a columnist for Business 
Day and Farmer’s Weekly magazine. 
He also  contributes to Fin24 and Daily 
Maverick. 
Sihlobo is a member of the South 
African Agricultural Economics 
Association. 
He has previously served as an 
economist at Grain South Africa (Grain 
SA). 
Sihlobo holds a Master of Science 
degree in Agricultural Economics from 
Stellenbosch University. 
In 2018, Agricultural Writers SA 
named Sihlobo as Agriculturalist of the 
Year. In 2019, Sihlobo was on the Mail 
& Guardian’s Top 200 Young South 
Africans. 

 

E-mail: wandile@agbiz.co.za
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Situated in Northern Kwa-Zulu Natal, this organic farm is a fine example of succesful organic essential oil farming. A small 
portion of the farm Emerald Acres was bought in 1942 by Siegfried Wenning, a trained forester. The rest of its current 200 ha was 
bought in 1978. Siegfried was a first-generation farmer of essential oils and a true pioneer. Seed was obtained in 1960 from a 
Kenyan plantation that has sourced the original seed from Australia. Experience to grow the trees was gained from his occupation 
in forestry in Knysna and George. He did his own trial plantings and learned from own experience how to cultivate the crop. The 
first plants of the original plantation were germinated from about 100 seeds that were put into a tray covered with a glass panel. 
The panel simulated hothouse conditions and germination was done with success. Since then, seeds were germinated and cuttings 
have been made from the original stock on the farm using organic certified compost. 
 
Currently it is the last of the second and now third generation of the family producing organic certified products. Certification is 
done by BCS Germany. Emerald Acres currently holds organic, global gap and NOP certification, for citrus, essential oils etc. Tea 
tree, lemon tea tree and orange blossoms and leaves are marketed. Water and soil are tested for certification purposes. There are no 
factories, and air pollution is minimal. Organic citrus and citrus blossoms are exported to Europe. The other products are sold locally. 
 
The family is nature conscious and passionate about conserving wildlife. More than 100 indigenous yellowwood trees have been 
planted, as well as tree ferns and cycads. Pecan nut, fruit trees and vegetables are organically grown and used to supply the family 
and the farm workers. Other activities are broiler chickens (sold live), brahman cattle, earthworms for vermicompost production, an 
organic compost production unit, a small pine forest and yellowwood and other indigenous trees. Adjacent farms are mainly forestry, 
cattle and a pristine 600 ha private game farm.. The family is responsible for the employment of 30 people on a semi-permanent 
basis and up to 70 seasonal workers, thereby contributing to food security in the district. Local hawkers benefit as they now have a 
stable source of high-quality produce they can resell at a profit. All members of the Wenning family are fluent in Zulu and respected 
within the community.  
 
The members of the Wenning Family Trust are: Annemarie, Guy, Bonita and Dominique. Annemarie Wenning is the oldest living 
member trustee of the farm Trust. She is also the business manager and has been doing this since 1974. She has been active in 
agriculture ever since 1961. She is very passionate about the development of industrial products from natural products. She started 
with organic farming in 1990, achieving certification in 2000. Her dream is to have a stable market and a range of sustainable, value-
added lemon tea tree products that are included in perfumes and households and pharmaceutical products. As the mother of five 
children and grandmother of eight, she is a living example of hard work, perseverance and wellbeing. She wishes the family and all 
workers on her farm to be part of the success from the lemon tea tree and other enterprises. Bonita Wenning-Taylor is the packhouse 
manager for the citrus, staff controller and caretaker of the workers. The 30 permanent workers mostly stay on the farm with their 
families. If they need medical care, she will dispense advice or refer them to the local clinic. If the workers need to see a doctor in 
an emergency, transport is provided or an ambulance is called. Annemarie and Bonita both take charge of general supervision, human 
resource management, social responsibility and business administration. Guy Wenning is qualified as a diesel mechanic and 
Dominique Wenning has a private pilot licence. Both men are involved with daily tasks on different sections of the farm. Guy is 
involved with most of the cultivation and the vermicompost, and does maintenance and repairs on the whole farm. He runs the still, 
organic compost and the new drying unit. The family is very innovative and continually busy with improvements and new ventures.  
 
They have 20 ha of Leptospermum trees under cultivation. Seedlings are kept in the nursery for a year. No pesticides and herbicides 
are used on any crops. The nursery employs two full-time women, and 14-20 people are used to harvest. Distillation is crucial as the 
amount of oil recovered is a very small percentage of the mass, leaving no room for error. Essential oils are extracted using steam 
distillation. Contact: Annemarie Wenning emeraldacres@lantic.net 
 
 

 

Emerald Acres –  
The story of a successful organic farm of lemon tea tree and tea tree in KZN 
 
By Karen Swanepoel 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK AND LINKEDIN 

 
PLEASE SHARE YOU STORY WITH US OR ADVERTISE 

HERE IN THE NEXT EDITION! 
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Job creation, medicinal plant cultivation, agro-processing at its best 
Flip Minnaar 

 

 

HIGHLAND ESSENTIAL OILS is an innovative 100% family-owned South African company. It was established in 
199 by Flip Minnaar, a professional engineer, and his wife Riana on their family farm Vlakbult in the Clocolan 
district in the Free State’s eastern highlands, near the Maluti mountains of Lesotho. In 2018, a subsidiary 
company was founded in Zambia, next to the Zambezi river. Philna (Minnaar) and her husband Henry le Roux 
commenced with operation as Zambezi Essential Oils the following year. The farms produce coriander, yarrow, 
rosemary, thyme, orris root, tagete, artemisia and marjoram  for the food, medicinal, perfume and industrial 
markets at national and international levels. See https://www.highlandessentialoils.co.za/ for more 
information. 
 

 

Profile of a young entrepreneur – hardworking, creative, qualified, 
passionate and dynamic!                                                                               Phillemon Tlabela 

 
Mr Phillemon Tlabela is the founder and CEO of Phil Chemics Enterprise and the AgriNurse Institute of Southern Africa. He is a member of the 
Southern African Business Development Forum (SABDF), the South African Council for Natural Scientists and the Southern African Essential Oil 
Producer Association (SAEOPA). He acts as the agricultural advisor at the SABDF and LeadAfrika. Phillemon is in the process of formulating his 
own ranges for baby and mom, using Proudly South African products instead of imported ingredients. He includes locally produced marula, 
avocado, Kalahari melon, lavender and geranium in his formulas. He belives less is more and that natural products is the way to go. He has started 
with prototypes for baby and mom massage, baby bum and bath oil. He is also working on a alcohol-free but effective hand sanitiser for sensitive 
skins. He can be seen as a pioneer and true example of motivation and dedicaction. No virus can stop Phillemon!  

Phyllistus Mphogo is the CEO of Temothuo Co-operative. Temothuo is driven partly as a community project with 5 000 moringa trees planted on 
10 ha, intercropped with Pelargonium var rose (rose geranium) below it. This producer also does other medicinal plants, vegetables, citrus, mango 
and other essential oil crops intercropped with moringa on the same site on small scale. This operation is in a remote rural area with few 
opportunities for employment and contributes towards job creation.  She dries the vegetables, e.g. together with dried moringa, and sells it as  a 
health tea with beetroot and carrot powder. She also produces perfumes and juices with citrus and mangoes in this rural and poverty-stricken 
area. Quality is key and tests are done on all the batches of dried moringa powder that goes into tea bags and capsules. She has a distillation unit 
and was awarded several prizes at a prestigeous launch for her successful small-scale production. She now also does value-added products such 
as cosmetics, capsules and perfumes among other finished products for the local market. What a woman, leader and example she is! 

 

Intercropping moringa with vegetables, fruit and essential oil crops,  
women-driven multi tasker, a true leader                            Phyllistus Mphogo 

 



7 
 

Issue no 4 July 2020. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SNIPPETS 
 

 

SAEOPA is now officialy partnered with Europe Essential Oil Hub (EOHUB)  EOHUB’s aim is to develop and implement a strong, 
long-term interaction scheme between enterprises and centres in the medicinal and aromatic  plants sector and to facilitate the exchange of 
information between front-runner researchers and business in the field of essential oils.  
Their third newsletter has been distributed to members, and their website has more information. 
EOHUB is a Knowledge Alliance Project (600873-EPP-1-2018-1ES-EPPKA2-KA)..  
https://eohubbio.eu/agreement-between-eohub-and-saeopa/ 
 

Grant McMurray of SOiL – To the rescue 
SOiL and sister company Zululand Distilling Company produce significant volumes of hand sanitiser on its farm to assist in the fight against COVID-
19. They offer a range of essential oils and products. See https://www.soil.co.za/aromatherapy/essential-oils.html for more information. 
 
 

 

Obed Nelovholwe – Profit from problem plants 
 
Obed, Chairperson of SAEOPA, recently distilled 200 kg of tagetes in the Gauteng/Mpumalanga area. Further to the oil, its hydrosols are currently 
in high demand as well. The global tagetes oil market size is expected to increase significantly by 2025. Obed also harvests and presses Kalahari 
melon seed oil. WATCH THIS MAN BEHIND THE OILS! 

SAEOPA was invited by the Plant Genomics and Plant Science Webinar from Osaka, 
Japan to a presentation for two webinars. The theme of the webinar was 
“Will COVID-19 impact on the future plant life and genome sciences?” 
 
Presentations were delivered by Karen Swanepoel on 26  May 2020 (“The importance of standards for 
essential oil crops of indigenous plants”) and 9 June 2020 (“Intercropping cannabis with moringa and 
essential oils in South Africa”). 
Eight anellists from different countries participated, and the proceedings were viewed by an 
international audience. The presentations will be published in the Plant Genomics and Plant 
Science Journal. The next conference will be in March 2021 in Paris, France. 

 

  

Visit our website 
www.saeopa.co.za 

 
To advertise here contact 

secretary@saeopa.co.za 

LOOK READ AND LEARN 
How to respond to COVID-19 in 
the natural ingredients for 
cosmetics sector. 
Excellent reading from CBI 
https://www.cbi.eu/node/1338/pdf 
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Contact us: Email: saeopa@gmail.com  •  secretary@saeopa.co.za 
Cell: 082 081 6077  •  www.saeopa.co.za 

 
Back: Hendrik van Gass (Finances), Wim du Toit 

(Secretary), Louis Verhoef (Quality control), 
Obed Nelovholve (Chair-person), 

Front: Karen Swanepoel (Executive director), 
Phyllis Makgethla (Traditional affairs), 
 Nnana Makhubu (Vice chair-person),  

Magda Sly (Marketing) 
 

 

SAEOPA BOARD MEMBERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAEOPA conducted a survey during May-June 2020 to enable us to assess the impact of COVID-19 
on the essential and vegetable oils industry in Southern Africa; to identify common challenges; to develop a response strategy; and 
to identify areas of support to possibly assist with some critical enterprise needs. We trust that the report on the survey and the 
suggestions on good post-COVID-19 business recovery practices serve to assist role players in the essential and vegetable oils 
industry in their planning for the future. 
We wish to sincerely thank the 40 respondents for submitting completed questionnaires, which allowed us to publish a report 
thereon on 21 June 2020. 
We are indebted to the SECO-funded, UNIDO-implemented Global Quality and Standards Programme - South Africa (GQSP-SA) 
for having sponsored the survey. 
The survey report can be accessed at https://www.saeopa.co.za/news/survey-report-the-impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-the-
essential-and-vegetable-oils-industry-in-southern-africa-may-2020/ 
 
Summary of SAEOPA’s membership: 

 
 

We wish all our members a safe and productive time during this challenging 
period. 

Category of 
membership 

Botswana Eswatini Lesotho Namibia RSA Zimbabwe 
Line 
total 

Ordinary 
members- 

Small 
3 2   41 1 47 

Ordinary 
members - 

Medium 
    5  5 

Ordinary 
members - 

Large 
 1 1 1 20 1 24 

Research 
individuals 

    2  2 

Total       81 
Affiliated 
members 

(EUOHUB) 
1      1 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SANS 4731 on Essential oil of geranium from 
Pelargonium var Rose is being prepared as a Draft 
South African Standard (DSS).  In the development of 
a national standard, it currently is in the public enquiry 
stage, which has a two-month duration. If, after two 
months, there have been no technical comments 
received, SANS 4731 will be published and SAEOPA will 
celebrate the achievement of a significant milestone 
for the industry. SAEOPA is supported by the SECO-
funded, UNIDO-implemented Global Quality and 
Standards Programme – South Africa project (GQSP-
SA) for the development of national standards for 
selected essential and vegetable oils, which support is 
sincerely appreciated. 

SAEOPA’s survey and membership profile 

 
From the Secretary’s desk, Wim du Toit  
 

 


